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Scorn for his homeland, affection for its people
Novelist Mohammed Hanif offers a memorable tale of Pakistan’s corruption and
dysfunction in “Our Lady of Alice Bhatti,” reviewer Carolyn See writes. C2

We’re going to get to knowmore about
SavannahGuthrie. . .” The TV Column, C6

POPMUSIC

‘Uncaged’
The Zac Brown
Band’s latest is
reviewed. Plus
Dirty Projectors’
“Swing Lo
Magellan.” C3

THERELIABLESOURCE

That was easy
Tom Cruise and Katie
Holmes needed only 11 days
and several lawyers to reach
a divorce settlement. No
word on who gets custody of
Suri. C2

This
land is
his land

Our unofficial American anthem was written
72 years ago by a man who told the truth,

looked out for the little guy and shaped the nation’s music

BY JOE HEIM

It’s not widely known that Woody
Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your Land” — a
song written in 1940 that would later
become a grade-school classic — was
written as a rejoinder to another Ameri-
can standard, Irving Berlin’s “God Bless
America,” a song that gained currency in
pre-WorldWar II America.

Guthrie, who would have turned 100
this week, felt Berlin’s song was overly
patriotic and didn’t address the strug-
gles and dreams of the ordinary Ameri-
cans he knew, says Jeff Place, archivist
for the Smithsonian’s Center for Folklife
and Cultural Heritage. And so Guthrie
penned “This Land” (originally titled
“God Blessed America”) as a retort that
emphasized the country’s shared re-
sources and egalitarianism, and includ-
ed verses such as this that would cheer
populists (not to mention today’s Occu-
py movement):

As I went walking I saw a sign there
And on the sign it said “No

Trespassing.”
But on the other side it didn’t say

nothing,
That side was made for you andme.

Although “This Land is Your Land” is
Guthrie’s most famous song, he is also
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BOUNDFORGLORY:
Woody Guthrie, top,

sings aboard a New York
subway in 1943. A new

book, right, published by
Smithsonian Folkways,
summarizes his career

and includes recordings
and photographs.

Carl Forti, GOP’s
super-PAC man

The Higgs boson
of TV political satire

Scholarly world
obsesses over Colbert’s
effect on the universe

MUSICREVIEW

Coldplay: A little derecho
of hits, balloons, confetti

An excerpt from “The Gospel According to The Fix: An Insider’s
Guide to a Less Than Holy World of Politics,”

being published Tuesday.

BY CHRIS CILLIZZA

You’ve probably never heard of
Carl Forti. He has never been on
television and he’s rarely quoted
in the newspaper. But Forti
knows the world of super PACs
better than anyone in the Repub-
lican Party— and that knowledge
makes him one of the most
important strategists in the GOP
heading into the fall election.

Before you get to know Forti,
you need to get to know super
PACs. Outside money has been
spent on campaigns for as long as
there have been campaigns.
Wealthy individuals interested in
politics have long sought ways
around the relatively stringent
federal campaign finance regula-
tions — you can donate only
$2,500 or so to a candidate — in
hopes of exerting more influence

on the electoral process.
In the early part of the 2000

campaign, the spending vehicle
of choice was known as a 527,
which referred to the section of
the tax code that governed its
operations. The groups could
raise unlimited amounts of mon-
ey from individuals, but they had
to disclose the names and dona-
tion amounts of everyone who
gave to them. The 527s also
couldn’t directly advocate for the
election or defeat of a candidate.
What does that mean in real life?
A 527 could run an ad highlight-
ing John Kerry’s flip-flops on the
war in Iraq. It couldn’t explicitly
say that those flip-flops were a
reason not to vote for him. It’s a

excerpt continued on C5

BY PAUL FARHI

Nation, our so-called
universities are in big
trouble, and not just be-
cause attending one of
them leaves you with
more debt than the
Greek government. No,
we’re talking about
something even more
unsettling: the academic
world’s obsession with Stephen
Colbert.

Last we checked, Colbert was a
mere TV comedian, or a satirist if
you want to get fancy about it.
(And, of course, being college
professors, they do.) He’s a TV
star, like Donald Trump, only less

of a caricature.
Yet ever since Colbert’s show,

“The Colbert Report,” began air-
ing on Comedy Central in 2005,
these ivory-tower eggheads have
been devoting themselves to

studying all things
Colbertian. They’ve
sliced and diced his
comic stylings more
ways than a Ginsu
knife. Every academic
discipline — well,
among the liberal
arts, at least — seems
towant a piece of him.
Political science. Jour-
nalism. Philosophy.
Race relations. Com-

munications studies. Theology.
Linguistics. Rhetoric.

There are dozens of scholarly
articles, monographs, treatises
and essays about Colbert, as well
as books of scholarly articles,

colbert continued on C10

BY DAVE MCKENNA

Coldplay is sort of a Nickel-
back for cool kids. Over the past
decade, the chart-friendly U.K.
quartet has inspired ridicule at
about the same rate it has record
sales. The Web site Yahoo An-
swers, an Encyclopedia Britanni-
ca in our social media age, even
has an entry titled: “Why do
people hate Coldplay so much?”

Yahoo’s “voters’ choice” for
“best answer”: “Its [sic] boring.”
Another possible and similarly

syntaxed explanation for all the
Coldplay animus could be “Be-
cause Ive never seen it.”

In any case, nobody who saw
Coldplay on Sunday at sold-out
Verizon Center came away
bored.

Plainly, Coldplay’s current
tour takes arena rock production
to new levels. As vocalist Chris
Martin and his bandmates
kicked into the set opener,
“Hurts Like Heaven,” the LEDs

music review continued on C2
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SHOWY: Coldplay took arena rock to a new level.

Stephen
Colbert

Celebrating Woody’s birthday
Catch up with his music at concerts and discussions, or
read newly released books and his autobiography. C9
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A communications idea for emergency medical technicians
Dear Heloise:

I have a hint for
emergency medical
technicians (EMTs) who

respond to 911 calls and take patients to
the hospital.

Friends of ours recently had such an
experience. While the wife was away
from home, her husband had a heart
attack. He was able to call 911, but not
his wife. He was rushed to a hospital.
When she came home, she found he
wasn’t there. Only after several hours did
she get a phone call from the hospital
letting her know what happened. It would
have been so much better for everyone if
the EMTs would have left a card saying
that the resident had been transported
to a specific hospital.

Susan B., Garden Grove, Calif.

Susan, you have a very good point!
Every situation is different, but in an
emergency, the priority of the
emergency medical technicians is the
patient’s health and well-being.
Patients are taken quickly to the closest
hospital that can provide care. When
the patient is stable, hospital personnel
will try to contact the immediate
family.

Readers, what’s your thinking on this
subject?

Dear Heloise:
I thought your readers would like to

know that the mystery of missing socks
has been solved. The other day when I
was putting the fitted sheet back on the
bed, I discovered two socks tucked away
in the corners of the sheets.

Since I had lost one of my favorite

socks a few days prior, I decided to look
in the corners of other sheets around the
house. Wouldn’t you know, I found not
only a sock in one corner but also a pair
of underwear and a handkerchief in
another.

Molly F., Somerville, Ohio

Dear Readers:
Many of you wrote in about a recent

column concerning recycling old keys.
Here is what some of you said:

l I once read about a church that
needed funds for some project. They
formed a “key club.” To join, you had to
donate your old keys. They sold them to
a scrap-metal business and earned the
funds they needed.— Carol in Ohio

l The locksmith whom I use recycles
both the old locks and the keys.—
Barbara, via email

l Give them to a preschool or
kindergarten teacher. They are great for
counting, patterning, grouping,
comparing — the list goes on and on.—
Penny in Ohio

l I used them to recognize staff
members where I work. I used a small
label to put each name on a key, then
tied the keys with narrow ribbon to a
tree-branch centerpiece labeled “Keys
to Our Success” for a staff-recognition
party.— Sondra, via email

Thanks for all the great ideas, and
keep them coming! If you have other
“key” hints, I’d love to hear more!

Send a hint to Heloise, P.O. Box 795000, San
Antonio, Tex. 78279-5000, fax it to 210-
HELOISE or e-mail it to Heloise@Heloise.com.
Please include your city and state.

© 2012, King Features Syndicate

Hints from
Heloise

The wrong
way to get
a raise

Dear Amy:
I’ve been working

for a small law firm
for six years now. I’m
a paralegal and work

up all the attorneys’ documents.
I’ve made a lot of money for the

firm. Recently, because of all my
hard work, the firm has hired two
new attorneys (one is part-time).

By accident, my manager gave me
the part-time attorney’s paycheck,
and I was floored. She makes way
more than I do!

What do you think I should do?
Should I find another job or talk to
the owner about getting a larger
raise?

I don’t want to get the manager in
trouble, but it’s just not fair that this
other person is part-time and
making more than I am.

Peeved Paralegal

I appreciate your confidence
and self-assessment, but it’s
possible that your firm’s success
stems from more than your efforts
alone.

Regardless of your opinion of
your worth, you seem to have the
idea that the pay structure in your
workplace should be fair —
according to your calculation and
relative to your own
compensation.

This is not the case. The
marketplace determines your
worth. You are comparing apples
to wheelbarrows.

Even if you could easily perform
the lawyering tasks your part-time
colleague performs, you and this
lawyer have different educational
qualifications and credentials.
This lawyer’s ability to negotiate a
generous compensation package
for herself has nothing to do with
your relative worth to the firm.

The way to negotiate for more
money is not through competing
with your co-workers, but by
receiving an offer for a paralegal
job from another firm and
leveraging that into an offer for
more money at your home firm.

Dear Amy:
Isn’t it rude for a person who

vows she doesn’t discuss religion or
politics with anyone (and has been
known to call people out when they
speak for the other side) to post
multiple articles each day on
Facebook stating her political
views?

This person posts very little
except about politics and social
matters; there are very few people
in our circle who agree with her. It
appears that she is trying to
convince us to convert to her
political views. What do you think?

FB Friend

I think your friend is using
Facebook the way many people use
the site — as a bulletin board upon
which she can pin her views.

Unless your friend is trashing
other people or posting rude
comments or content, she is not
being rude: She is acting as an
aggregator of articles expressing
her political point of view.

Facebook is great in that way —
it’s not just about what’s going on in
your personal life or over at
FarmVille; the site allows people to
virtually share just about anything.

If you don’t agree with her
views, you can respectfully
comment. If you don’t want to see
her posts, you can easily hide them
on the site without her being
aware of it.

Dear Amy:
The conversation in your column

about the role of stepparents made
me decide to write.

My dad — legally he was my
stepfather, but in my heart he was
my dad — died last year. He had
three stepchildren from his first
marriage and six from his second.

When he was dying, the nurse
asked the three of us in the room
how many children he had, and we
explained that he had nine of us
stepchildren.

She asked if he had children of
“his own,” and we told her that it
was not something that he was ever
concerned about. Her question was
neither offensive nor inappropriate.
It was simply not applicable in our
situation. We were all his kids, and
he was our dad.

The nurse’s question had a good
result. It was while she was there
and I was thinking how he selflessly
loved us without reservation that he
passed away.

Perhaps he heard that
conversation and knew it was okay
to leave us.

Phil

Many large and complicated
families are built this way —
through marriage — but they’re
held together through love. Thank
you for telling us about your dad.

Write to Amy Dickinson at askamy
@tribune.com or Ask Amy, Chicago
Tribune, TT500, 435 N. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, Ill. 60611.

© 2012 by the Chicago Tribune
Distributed by Tribune Media Services

Ask Amy
AMY
DICKINSON

‘The great folksinger, the authentic voice’

responsible for thousands of others, an autobiogra-
phy (“Bound for Glory”) and scads of paintings and
drawings. The entire scope of his relatively brief
career — Guthrie’s prime period of productivity
lasted little more than a decade — is given a loving
and thoughtful overview in the just-released,
“Woody at 100: The Woody Guthrie Centennial
Collection,” a handsome book produced by Smithso-
nian Folkways and curated by Place and Robert
Santelli.

In addition to many previously unseen photo-
graphs of Guthrie and images of his typed and often
revised lyrics, the collection contains three CDswith
dozens ofGuthrie’s recordings, including six original
songs that have not been heard before and 21
previously unreleased performances. It’s a sumptu-
ous summation of a career that has affected and
shaped American music for generations. And it is
one of the highlights of a year-long celebration of
Guthrie that will feature tribute concerts all over the
world, including one by his granddaughter, Sarah
Lee Guthrie, in Washington on Tuesday, and a
birthday concert on Saturday by the U-Liners and
Magpie at the Takoma Park Civic Auditorium. A
high-profile Guthrie tribute will take place at the
Kennedy Center on Oct. 14.

“All different genres of music encounter those
who are solar flares,” Place says. “People who
changed the music entirely — Robert Johnson,
JimmieRodgers,HankWilliams, JimiHendrix. They
are there for a brief period of time and change things
entirely. Everything is different after them, and
Woody Guthrie is like that. Topical songwriting is
based on his model.”

Woodrow Wilson Guthrie was born July 14, 1912,
in Okemah, Okla. He died in 1967 at 55, felled by
Huntington’s disease, a neurodegenerative genetic
disorder that wore himdownphysically andmental-
ly in the last third of his life. But in the prime of his
career, from themid-1930s to the late 1940s, Guthrie
produced songs thatwould define the era, songs that
spoke to the hardships of Depression-era America,
Dust Bowl refugees, migrant workers, labor strife,
racial inequity, economic justice and war.

With songs like “So Long, It’s Been Good to Know
You,” “Hard Travelin’,” “I Ain’t Got No Home (In This
World Anymore),” “Deportees” and, of course, “This
Land Is Your Land,” Guthrie developed a reputation
as a truth-teller and a fighter for the little guy. He
earned plaudits and acclaim for his genuineness,
clever songwriting and ability to distill political and
personal sentiment into catchy and simple chorus-
verse-chorus ditties. (He famously claimed that
anyonewhoplayedmore than three chordswas “just
showing off.”) But his political outspokenness also
earned Guthrie an FBI file and assertions that he
belonged to the Communist Party.

Remarkably, for someone who wrote a song that’s
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considered an American anthem, Guthrie, because
of his debilitating illness, was not aware of how
well-known he had become. “He never really had a
chance to appreciate being famous because he was
too far gone,” Place says. “His songs got knownbetter
much later. They were barely recorded before the
late 1950s.”

But Guthrie’s long-term influence as a singer-
songwriter can’t be overstated. “For the folk revival-
ists,” Place says, “Woodywas the great folksinger, the
authentic voice. He wasn’t the first to do this, but
[with] the concept of the singer-songwriter, he was
the really big one. Nowadays, most people who play
acoustic guitar are going to play their own songs. But
before Guthrie,hardly anyone was doing that.”

Hismusic has been championed over the decades,
from Pete Seeger and the early New York folk scene

to Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, U2, Sweet Honey
in the Rock, Willie Nelson, Wilco, Billy Bragg, Jay
Farrar, Ani DiFranco, Judy Collins, Joan Baez and
many more. And of course that doesn’t factor in
every singer who learned and was influenced by
“This Land Is Your Land” as a kid. That list would fill
a phone book. (Younger readers will need to Google
“phone book.”)

As a freshman at Brown in 1973, Doug Mishkin
learned that the citizens of Guthrie’s Oklahoma
home town were engaged in a heated debate as to
whether they should honor their native son. That
inspired Mishkin, now a Washington lawyer who
lives in Bethesda, to write a song about Guthrie and
his influence.

The song, “WeAreAllWoody’s Children,” found its
way to a New York radio station, WQXR, and Robert
Sherman, who hosted the Woody’s Children radio
program, added it to the playlist. Mishkin returned
to sing the song on anniversary editions of the show.
Earlier this year, he rounded up some of his folkie
friends — including Peter Yarrow, Tom Chapin,
Christine Lavin, TomPaxton, Catie Curtis and others
— to celebrate theGuthrie centennial by producing a
revised version of the song and a video that Mishkin
posted late last month on the Web site Woodyschil-
dren.com.

Mishkin says he came to know about Guthrie
through Pete Seeger. “Seeger said that he and
Guthrie had this vision of putting guitars and banjos
in the hands of ordinary people,” Mishkin says.
“They wanted to get everybody singing and not have
their music choices limited by commercial radio
stations. Andwhat is stunning is the extent to which
they succeeded. They accomplished something quite
profound.”

Now Sarah Lee Guthrie, daughter of Arlo Guthrie,
is championing her grandfather’s work. She and her
husband, Johnny Irion, have been touring singing
onlyWoody’s compositions, including a passel of his
delightfully silly children’s songs. (They’ll play at
Hill Country Barbecue in the District on Tuesday.)

“It feels like a family reunion and it’s been really
awesome,” says Sarah Lee. “It’s really just getting
back to our roots.”

She says she has learned more about Woody by
working with the archives and reading his notebook
entries and the postcards he wrote to her grand-
mother. The process has helped humanize the
legend. “I’ve definitely started thinking of himmore
as a grandfather,” she says.

Woody Guthrie’s granddaughter also thinks that
America needs to hear his songs nowmore than ever.
“His spirit is really starting to grow within our
culture. This [anniversary year] has allowed me to
get in touch with what he means to this country and
especially what we all need now, which is to get up
and use our voices. To hear his words right now is
really potent.”

heimj@washpost.com

MICHAEL S. WILLIAMSON/THE WASHINGTON POST

MUSICALHERITAGE: Sarah Lee Guthrie with a bust of her grandfather at the Smithsonian Institution. America has a need to hear his songs, she says.

Woody Guthrie would have turned 100 this Saturday, and
the centennial of his birth is being celebrated worldwide
with concerts, panels, theater productions and CD
releases. A full listing of Woody Guthrie centennial events
can be found at www.woody100.com.

Live performances in the D.C. region
Tuesday:Woody Guthrie Centennial Birthday Celebration,
featuring Sarah Lee Guthrie and Johnny Irion. 8:30 p.m.
$15-$20. Hill Country. 410 Seventh St. NW.
Thursday:Woody Guthrie’s 100th Birthday Tribute
Concert, featuring the U-Liners and Magpie. 7:30 p.m.
$15. Takoma Park Civic Auditorium. 7500 Maple Ave.,
Takoma Park.
Oct. 13:Woody Guthrie Program panel discussion at the
Library of Congress.
Oct. 14: This Land is Your Land Tribute concert at the
Kennedy Center.
Nov. 8 to Dec. 2:Woody Sez: The Life & Music of Woody
Guthrie. Theater J/Washington DC Jewish Community
Center, 1529 16th St. NW.

New publications and recordings
“Woody at 100: The Woody Guthrie Centennial
Collection.” Smithsonian Folkways. Book and CDs.
“Little Seed: Songs for Children by Woody Guthrie” by
Elizabeth Mitchell. Smithsonian Folkways.

Recommended reading
“Bound for Glory” by Woody Guthrie. In many ways, this
freewheeling and acutely observant autobiography, first
published in 1943, reveals Guthrie as both a descendant
of Mark Twain and a precursor to the Beats.

“Woody Guthrie: A Life” by Joe Klein. Before Joe Klein
became a well-known pundit and political commentator,
he tackled Woody Guthrie’s biography. Published in 1980,
this is a complete and compelling portrait of the
influential folksinger.

heimj@washpost.com

GETTINGTOKNOWMR.GUTHRIE

WOODY SEZ: THE LIFE & MUSIC OF
  WOODY GUTHRIE
Devised by David M. Lutken with Nick Corley Nov 8–Dec 2

 (800) 494-TIXS • theaterj.org • 16th & Q Streets, NW

EARLY-BIRD SALE!  

SAVE $10 WITH CODE ‘EARLY’

 “This HIGH-SPIRITED CELEBRATION
 of Guthrie’s life and music knocks
 big biopics such as Jersey Boys 
into a heap of dust” 
-The Guardian


